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Thank you for worshiping at St. George Greek
Orthodox Cathedral in Philadelphia.

The work of the Cathedral in service to the Eastern
Orthodox faithful and predominately the Greek Orthodox
faithful to the city of Philadelphia is made possible
entirely through private support. The gifts of people from
across the country are behind every worship service,
public ministry and the work of maintaining this historic
landmark. It is only through your generosity that the
Cathedral can fully live into its priorities of welcoming,

deepening, convening, and serving.

We invite you to support the mission and ministry of the
Cathedral. Visit: www.stgeorgecathedral.org to sign up
for our weekly newsletter. You can also make a gift to
help keep the Cathedral strong -- either as the plate is

passed or by using our online giving program.

Thank you in advance for your generosity. Please know

that your presence with us today has been a blessing.



Welcome to St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral,

Whether you are a returning Greek Orthodox to our legendary St. George Greek
Orthodox Cathedral, a newcomer to Philadelphia or the Greater Delaware Valley, or someone
with an emerging interest in the Orthodox Faith, I, the Parish Council and all the parishioners
and families of St. George Cathedral welcome you to our home where we have been serving
for close to 100 years. Since the days of the first D. Liturgy back in 1912 in the original church
and continuing through the current St. George Cathedral, the people of Orthodox faith have
gathered together for prayer, faith foundation, worship, service to the poor and fellowship.
As a parish community, some of our proudest moments come through the children served
through our Religious Education and Greek School programs creating the next generation of
Orthodox to serve here locally and to share the message of Christ throughout the world.

Our schools commit to teach as Jesus did; instilling a love of our Orthodox faith and
love of neighbor. St. George Cathedral Religious and Greek Schools create a caring, respectful
environment which promote the learning of language, history and tradition and religion, and
develop faithful Christians and responsible citizens. The schools strive to reach each child
through an engaging environment filled with hands on teaching and a true compassion for
sacred life. Instilling a love for God, the teachings of Jesus and a true passion for learning are
the most important lessons we can share with our children.

[ ask that you go to the website of the Cathedral at:
https://www.saintgeorgecathedral.org/language.html for the Greek School and:
https://www.saintgeorgecathedral.org/education.html for the Religious Education School
for an opportunity to learn more about our Cathedral Schools. Please contact the Principles
of the Religious Education School, Eleni Belisonzi at: ebelisonzi@gmail.com and Agnes
Zidros, the Directors of the Greek School at: Saintgeorgeagnes@verizon.net or for both the
office of the Cathedral at: 215-627-4389 for more information, or to arrange a tour. They
look forward to hearing from youl!

[ certainly hope you will acquaint yourself with what our schools have to offer by
exploring our website and find something that interests you as well as encourage you to
become an active member of St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral. If I can ever be of
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me, or any other member of the parish staff, by
calling the Parish Office at (215-627-4389) or office@stgeorgecathedral.org.

God Bless you all,
/rb- ﬁvf—»u T X————

Very Reverend Archimandrite Ambrose Bitziadis Bowers
Dean of the Cathedral



LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

TODAY COMMEMORATION OF THE BEHEADING OF
JOHN THE BAPTIZER
8:45am Orthros, 10:00am Divine Liturgy

Wed., Sept. 1 The Beginning of the Indiction (New Church
Year)
8:30am Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

Sun., Sept.5 11t SUNDAY OF MATTHEW
8:45am Orthros, 10:00am Divine Liturgy

Wed., Sept. 8 The Nativity of Virgin Mary
8:30am Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

Sun., Sept. 12 SUNDAY BEFORE THE ELEVATION OF THE HOLY
CROSS
8:45am Orthros, 10:00am Divine Liturgy

Tues., Sept. 14 The Elevation of the Holy Cross
8:30am Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

Sun., Sept. 19 SUNDAY AFTER THE ELEVATION OF THE HOLY
CROSS
8:45am Orthros, 10:00am Divine Liturgy

Sun., Sept. 26 SUNDAY OF THE FALLING ASLEEP OF ST. JOHN
THE THEOLOGIAN AND EVANGELIST
8:45am Orthros, 10:00am Divine Liturgy



AEITOYPTIKON ITPOI'PAMMA

2HMEPON

Tet.,, 1 Xem.

Kvp., 5 Xem.

Tet., 8 Xem.

Kvp., 12 Xer.

Tpit., 14 Xem.

Kvp., 22 Avy.

Kvp., 26 Avy.

H AIIOTOMH THX TIMIAXY KE®AAHYX TOY ATr.
IQANNOY TOY ITIPOAPOMOY
8:45m.u. 0"0pBpog, 10:00m.u. 1 Ocla Aettovpyla

Apxn i Ivéiktov (Apxr) Tod Néov
‘ExkAnocuactikov "Etovug)
8:45m.u. 0”"0pBpog, 10:00m.u. 1 Ocla Aettovpyla

ENNAEKATH KYPIAKH MATOA'IOY
8:45m.u. 0"0pBpog, 10:00m.u. 1 Ocla Aettovpyla

To I'evvéBALOV TijC YTeEpaylag OcoToKOV
8:45m.u. 0"0pBpog, 10:00m.u. 1 Ocla Aettovpyla

KYPIAKH IIPO THX YWQXEQX TOY TIMIOY
YXTAYPOY
8:45m.u. 0"0pBpog, 10:00m.u. 1 Ocla Aettovpyla

‘H"Y{ywoig Tod Tyiov Ttavpod
8:45m.u. 0"0pBpog, 10:00m.u. 1 Ocla Acttovpyla

KYPIAKH META THN YWQXIN TOY TIMIOY
YXTAYPOY
8:45m.u. 0”"0pBpog, 10:00m.u. 1 Ocla Acttovpyla

KYPIAKH TOY AIIOXTOAOY KAI
EYAITEAIETOY IQANNOY TOY OEOAOI'OY
8:45m.u. 0"0pBpog, 10:00m.u. 1 Ocla Acttovpyla



UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

Tues., Sept. 7 Parish Council meeting
@ the Cathedral Office @ 6:30pm

Thurs., Sept. 9 100t Anniversary Committee meeting
@ the Cathedral Office @ 6:30pm

Sun. Sept. 12 Sunday/Greek School Holy Water Blessing
@ the Cathedral @ the end of the Divine
Liturgy

Sat., Sept. 18 Greek School first day of classes

Sun., Sept. 19 Sunday School first day of classes

Mon., Sept. 20 Metropolis of NJ Clergy-Laity Congress
@ the Venetian Garfield, NJ

Oct. 23-Nov. 3 Apostolic Visit of Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew in the USA

UPCOMING SACRAMENTS

Saturday, Sept. 4 Wedding, Jarrod Popovice /Athipi Paxinos
@ 2:00pm



THE BEHEADING OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST

The divine Baptist, the Prophet born of a Prophet, the seal of all the
Prophets and beginning of the Apostles, the mediator between the Old and New
Covenants, the voice of one crying in the wilderness, the God-sent Messenger of
the incarnate Messiah, the forerunner of Christ's coming into the world (Esaias
40: 3; Mal. 3: 1); who by many miracles was both conceived and born; who was
filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's womb; who came forth like
another Elias the Zealot, whose life in the wilderness and divine zeal for God's
Law he imitated: this divine Prophet, after he had preached the baptism of
repentance according to God's command; had taught men of low rank and high
how they must order their lives; had admonished those whom he baptized and
had filled them with the fear of God, teaching them that no one is able to escape
the wrath to come if he do not works worthy of repentance; had, through such
preaching, prepared their hearts to receive the evangelical teachings of the
Savior; and finally, after he had pointed out to the people the very Savior, and
said, "Behold the Lamb of God, Which taketh away the sin of the world" (Luke
3:2-18; John 1: 29-36), after all this, John sealed with his own blood the truth of
his words and was made a sacred victim for the divine Law at the hands of a
transgressor.

This was Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch of Galilee, the son of Herod the
Great. This man had a lawful wife, the daughter of Arethas (or Aretas), the King



of Arabia (that is, Arabia Petraea, which had the famous Nabatean stone city of
Petra as its capital. This is the Aretas mentioned by Saint Paul in II Cor. 11:32).
Without any cause, and against every commandment of the Law, he put her
away and took to himself Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, to whom
Herodias had borne a daughter, Salome. He would not desist from this unlawful
union even when John, the preacher of repentance, the bold and austere
accuser of the lawless, censured him and told him, "It is not lawful for thee to
have thy brother's wife" (Mark 6: 18). Thus Herod, besides his other unholy
acts, added yet this, that he apprehended John and shut him in prison; and
perhaps he would have killed him straightway, had he not feared the people,
who had extreme reverence for John. Certainly, in the beginning, he himself had
great reverence for this just and holy man. But finally, being pierced with the
sting of a mad lust for the woman Herodias, he laid his defiled hands on the
teacher of purity on the very day he was celebrating his birthday. When Salome,
Herodias' daughter, had danced in order to please him and those who were
supping with him, he promised her -- with an oath more foolish than any
foolishness -- that he would give her anything she asked, even unto the half of
his kingdom. And she, consulting with her mother, straightway asked for the
head of John the Baptist in a charger.

Hence this transgressor of the Law, preferring his lawless oath above the
precepts of the Law, fulfilled this godless promise and filled his loathsome
banquet with the blood of the Prophet. So it was that that all-venerable head,
revered by the Angels, was given as a prize for an abominable dance, and
became the plaything of the dissolute daughter of a debauched mother. As for
the body of the divine Baptist, it was taken up by his disciples and placed in a
tomb (Mark 6: 21 - 29). Concerning the finding of his holy head, see February
24 and May 25.

Apolytikion of Beheading of the Forerunner
Second Tone

The memory of the just is celebrated with hymns of praise, but the Lord's
testimony is sufficient for thee, O Forerunner; for thou hast proved to be truly
even more venerable than the Prophets, since thou was granted to baptize in
the running waters Him Whom they proclaimed. Wherefore, having contested
for the truth, thou didst rejoice to announce the good tidings even to those in
Hades: that God hath appeared in the flesh, taking away the sin of the world and
granting us great mercy.



THE EPISTLE READING

The reading is from the Acts of the Apostles
13:25-33

In those days, as John was finishing his course, he said,
"What do you suppose that  am? [ am not he. No, but after me
one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to
untie." Brethren, sons of the family of Abraham, and those
among you that fear God, to us has been sent the message of
this salvation. For those who live in Jerusalem and their
rulers, because they did not recognize him nor understand
the utterances of the prophets which are read every sabbath,
fulfilled these by condemning him. Though they could charge
him with nothing deserving death, yet they asked Pilate to
have him killed. And when they had fulfilled all that was
written of him, they took him down from the tree, and laid
him in a tomb. But God raised him from the dead; and for
many days he appeared to those who came up with him from
Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses to the people.
And we bring you the good news that what God promised to
the fathers, this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising

Jesus.
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THE GOSPEL READING

The Holy Gospel is According to Mark
6:14-30

At that time, Herod the King heard about the fame of Jesus, for
his name had become known. He said, "John the baptizer has been
raised from the dead; that is why these powers are at work in him."
But others said, "It is Elijah.” And others said, "It is a prophet, like one
of the prophets of old." But when Herod heard of it he said, "John,
whom [ beheaded, has been raised.”" For Herod had sent and seized
John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother
Philip's wife; because he had married her. For John said to Herod, "It
is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." And Herodias had a
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man,
and kept him safe. When he heard him, he was much perplexed; and
yet he heard him gladly. But an opportunity came when Herod on his
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and the leading
men of Galilee. For when Herodias' daughter came in and danced, she
pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me
for whatever you wish, and [ will grant it." And he vowed to her,
"Whatever you ask me, [ will give you, even half of my kingdom." And
she went out, and said to her mother, "What shall I ask?" And she said,
"The head of John the baptizer." And she came in immediately with
haste to the king, and asked, saying, "l want you to give me at once the
head of John the Baptist on a platter." And the king was exceedingly
sorry; but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break
his word to her. And immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard
and gave orders to bring his head. He went and beheaded him in the
prison, and brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and
the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard of it, they came
and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. The apostles returned to
Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught.
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STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 2021

...the greatest of
these S Jove

He taught us by his example to love one an-

Jcsus spoke of love and showed compassion.

other and to be compassionate toward those
in need. In the Gospels, we read of the compas-
sion of Jesus:

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compas-
sion on them and healed their sick (Matthew 14:14).

Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes.
Immediately they received their sight and followed him
(Matthew 20:34).

...he had compassion on them, because they were like
sheep without a shepherd (Mark 6:34).

Compassion can often mean kindness and sympathy.
In these verses, it means something deeper and
much more powerful. “And he had compassion”
is translated from the Greek tomhayyviotn
(esplachNEEsthee) and comes from the root
word in Greek for “guts.” In other words, it is
compassion and concern that are felt in one’s guts
— a compassion that is felt in a deeply physical way.
Compassion felt in this way compels us to respond
with love and deep concern.

In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus says
“But a certain Samaritan, as he}oume]ed, came where he

was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him...”
(Luke 10:33).

EETATIO TA Vaaa SPNeTy
YVXON ZOORH K NOTeiNa 40 9 ~ -
NEToHeHa = 3

s 1S

In the parable of the Prodigal Son Jesus says, “But
when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed
him" (Luke 15:20).

To love in the way Saint Paul writes to the Chris-
tians at Corinth, when he says, “...the greatest
of these is love,” means we can't live without

compassion for others. Love

Stewardship is everything and compassion are not ex-
These stories reflect the love and we do after we say “l be- pressed only in our offer-

compassion that Jesus has for his
people. His compassion inspires

lieve.” Stewardship is about

ings of money and other
support. Love and com-

and challenges each one of us to how we live our lives and passion are not something

live compassionately.

This understanding of the full meaning of compas-
sion in the New Testament means that another per-
son's suffering becomes our own suffering. Compas-
sion in this sense can change the way we live and
care for others and for our community. When we
feel this physical type of compassion, we are fully
and physically engaged. We serve others and care for

our community with love.

Christian Stewardship
about

becoming

good caretakers of all
that God has given us.
1 God has given each of
_ us special and unique

gifts.

And through

s Holy Scripture He
{ teaches us all that we

make our choices.

we givc in order to receive
something in return. Pride
has no place in acts of love and compassion.

The love that Saint Paul describes in his letter to
the Christians at Corinth is an expression of stew-
ardship. Stewardship is everything we do after we
say “I believe.” Stewardship is about how we live
our lives and make our choices. Stewardship is
about love and love is about stewardship.

One day, a person
complained to his priest
that the Church and
Christianity is one
4 continual ‘“give, give,
| give.” To which the
priest replied, ‘“Thank
you very much for the

. have is a loan. He

lends everything to us,

and reminds us that
one day He will ask us to give a detailed
accounting of what we have done with the gifts
He has given us. Archbishop Anastasios of
Albania has noted that “we find ourselves by
offering ourselves.” Have we Ilearned the
blessedness of generously giving to others of all
we have?

finest definition of
Christianity I have ever heard. You’re right, Christianity
is all about a constant “give, give, give.” God giving His
only Son to the world to show His unconditional love.
His Son Jesus giving His life on the cross to forgive our
sins and destroy death. Then our Lord’s disciples giving
all they had to make sure God’s Good News of love was
preached to all people everywhere. They not only gave
away their homes and businesses, but even gave up their
lives as martyrs in gratitude to God!




PHILOPTOCHOS ANNOUNCEMENT

Please mark your calendar for the upcoming

Philoptochos events:

Saturday, September 25, Philoptochos Annual Tea
event in the afternoon (More details will be coming

soon)

Saturday, November 13, Philoptochos Bid & Buy

event in the Cathedral Social Hall
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" Atthe St. George Cathedral

Religious Education School, We welcome all students
our goal 1§ to give your Ch.lld ages 4-14 . .
a foundation and connection . ) . Classes are immediately
to their Greek Orthodox faith, Registration is Open! after Holy Communion
culture and community. To register or for more information

please reach out to the church office September 19 - May 22
Class I (Ages 4-5) 215-627-7389

office@saintgeorgecathedral.org

Emphasis on learning about
God through bible stories,
crafts, songs and books. Learn
to identify Jesus, Panagia and
make the sign of the cross.

Class II (Ages 6-9)

Focus on God’s love and how
we share it with our neighbor.
Learn to look up a Bible
passage by Chapter and Verse,
identify important Saints
though iconography, and the
Lord’s Prayer.

Class III (Ages 10-14)

Discuss weekly Gospel reading
and how it relates with various
events in 2021-22. Focus on Welcome back, Agiasmos Service « Christmas Pageant ¢ Christmas Party
the 10 Commandments, 7

Sacraments and the Feast days
of the Church.

Annual Events

Greek Parade ¢ Social Outings ¢ Sunday of Orthodoxy Procession

Lenten Retreat ¢ Godparent Sunday ¢ Graduation/Promotion



St. George Cathedral
Greek School

Director/Instructor: Agnes Zidros

Under the auspices of the Very Reverend Archimandrite
Ambrose Bitziadis Bowers Dean, St. George Cathedral

www.SaintGeorgeCathedral.org

“Learning the Greek Language is like
discovering the roots of education.”

Greek School Info

Registration:

Registration for the Greek Language
School for 2021-2022 school year is
now open. Please call the cathedral
office: 215-627-4389 or email

office@saintgeorgecathedral.org

Location:
256 S. 8th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107

Located in historic Center City
Philadelphia, a block from Washington
Square and two blocks from
Independence Hall and the Liberty
Bell.

Tuition for Cathedral School Students
1st Child: $300
2" Child: $250
3ra Child: $250

Tuition for Non-Cathedral Students
1stChild: $600
2na Child: $550
3ra Child: $550

Hours:
Saturdays 10:00 am to 1:00 pm

Saint George Cathedral

Greek School strives to instill a deep love
and appreciation of the Greek language,
religion, culture and arts. The program
supports learning within an environment of high
moral values and with a deeply rooted
commitment to Hellenic ideals and tradition. Itis
structured to offer a well-rounded Greek
education which places a strong emphasis on
conversational skills, while offering instruction
in grammar, reading, writing, history,
mythology and culture. Children are also
taught traditional Greek dances.

Our Goals: To engage and nurture the
students through Greek language instruction to
develop confidence, instill pride and promote
faith and fellowship. Owur Tools: We
incorporate educational supplements such as
songs, prayers, poems and crafts to integrate
Language Arts with Greek History, culture and
faith. Character Building: Through various
participation events at both the local and tri-
state area level, our children learn public
speaking through poem and speech
presentations. They also develop leadership
skills and friendships for a lifetime.

Materials: Students are provided textbooks,
workbooks, supplementary materials and
necessary supplies needed for their class.

Annual Events
Children participate in various events over the school year such as:

School Blessing: Agiasmos, September

October: OXI Day, October 28th
December: Christmas Fellowship
January: Three Hierarchs Day

March: Greek Independence Day Poems
March: Parade

Lazarus Saturday Palm Making

May: Closing Ceremonies

SAINT GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

PHILADELPHIA, PA

GREEK SCHOOL CLASSES

The Greek School strives to instill a deep love and appreciation of the Greek language, religion,
culture and arts. The program supports learning within an environment of high moral values in the
legendary Cathedral of St, George in Philadelphia and with a deeply rooted commitment to Hellenic
ideals and tradition.
The program includes:

e Beginner, intermediate and advanced level classes

e Lessonsin Ancient Greek language, literature and philosophy

e A Greek language preparatory program for the Ellinomathea annual exams

e Achieving fluency and socialization through conversation

e Greek literature, poetry and music

e Traditional Greek dancing and theatrical sketches
Greek Language Classes (Grades: 1 - 3)
Students will learn Greek language skills based on thematic units that are on their level.
Conversational skills, reading and writing are taught in each language session. Each session will also
include the following lessons: Greek mythology, theater, art (based on the daily theme), culture
(customs, songs and dance).
Greek Language Classes (Grades: 4 - 5)
Students will learn Greek language skills based on thematic units that are on their level.
Conversational skills, reading and writing are taught in each language session. Each session will also
include the following lessons: Greek history, art (based on the daily theme), theater, music, culture
(customs, songs and dance).
Enrichment Lessons (Grades: 4 - 6)
Literature, poetry, ancient Greek language, literature and philosophy, traveling all over Greece, music
(selection of Greek songs) will be incorporated throughout the year, to enrich the language sessions.
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Welcome to Saint George Greek Orthodox Cathedral. Saint George is an
historic Cathedral located in downtown Philadelphia, under the spiritual
auspices of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople, in the Greek
Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey, of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America. We extend to you a warm and heartfelt Orthodox Christian
welcome. Our Greek Orthodox Cathedral is dedicated to imitating the love
and faithfulness of Jesus Christ by sharing the gospel with our words and
living it with our lives. It exists to lead the faithful to the worship of the
Holy Trinity according to the Faith and Tradition of the One, Holy, Catholic
and Apostolic Church. Our witnessing to our Faith is accomplished
through the Sacramental life of the Church, its values and traditions,
stewardship, fellowship, service, and Christian education.
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