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NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

Today is: Sunday, December 26, 2021

SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY

Synaxis of the Holy Theotokos
‘H ZOvaiig Tij¢ ‘Yrnepaylag Asomoivig (uadv Ocotokov
Kal asimapO<vov Maplog



Thank you for worshiping at St. George Greek Orthodox
Cathedral in Philadelphia.

The work of the Cathedral in service to the Eastern
Orthodox faithful and predominately the Greek Orthodox
faithful to the city of Philadelphia is made possible entirely
through private support. The gifts of people from across the
country are behind every worship service, public ministry
and the work of maintaining this historic landmark. It is only
through your generosity that the Cathedral can fully live into
its priorities of welcoming, deepening, convening, and

serving.

We invite you to support the mission and ministry of the
Cathedral. Visit: www.stgeorgecathedral.org to sign up for
our weekly newsletter. You can also make a gift to help keep
the Cathedral strong -- either as the plate is passed or by

using our online giving program.

Thank you in advance for your generosity. Please know that

your presence with us today has been a blessing.
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My beloved parishioners and friends of St. George Greek Orthodox Cathedral,

Whether you are returning Greek Orthodox to our legendary St. George Greek Orthodox
Cathedral, or a newcomer to Philadelphia, or the Greater Delaware Valley, or someone with an emerging
interest in the Orthodox Faith, I, the Parish Council and the parishioners and families of St. George
Cathedral welcome you to our home where we have been serving for close to 100 years. Since the days of
the first Divine Liturgy back in 1912 in the original church and continuing through ther current St. George
Cathedral, the people of Orthodox faith have gathered together for prayer, faith foundation, worship,
service to the poor and fellowship. As a parish community, some of our proudest moments come through
the children served through our Religious Education and Greek school programs creating the next
generation of Orthodox to serve here locally and to share the message of Christ throughout the world.

Our schools commit to teach as Jesus did; instilling a love of our Orthodox faith and love of
neighbor. St. George Cathedral Religious and Greek Schools create a caring, respectful environment which
promote the learning of language, history and tradition and religion, and develop faithful Christians and
responsible citizens. The schools strive to reach each child through an engaging environment filled with
hands on teaching and a true compassion for sacred life. Instilling a love for God, the teachings of Jesus
and a true passion for learning are the most important lessons we can share with our children.

I ask that you go to the website of  the Cathedral at:
https://www.saintgeorgecathedral.org/language.html for the Greek School and:
https://www.saintgeorgecathedral.org/education.html for the Religious Education School for an
opportunity to learn more about our Cathedral Schools. Please contact the Principals of the Religious
Education School, Eleni Belisonzi at: ebelisonzi@gmail.com and Agnes Zidros, the Directors of the Greek
School at: Saintgeorgeagnes@verizon.net or for both the office of the Cathedral at: 215-627-4389 for more
information, or to arrange a tour. They look forward to hearing from you!

I certainly hope you will acquaint yourself with what our schools have to offer by exploring our
website and find something that interests you as well as encourage you to become an active member of St.
George Greek Orthodox Cathedral. If I can ever be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me, or
any other member of the parish staff, by calling the Parish Office at (215-627-4389) or
office@stgeorgecathedral.org.

God Bless you all,

- r?).@-rJ"vu T XN————

Very Reverend Archimandrite Ambrose Bitziadis Bowers
Dean of the Cathedral



TODAY

Sat,, Jan. 1

Sun.,, Jan. 2

Wed,, Jan. 5

Thur., Jan. 6

Frid., Jan. 7

Sun,, Jan. 9

Sun., Jan. 16

Mon,, Jan. 17

Tus., Jan. 18

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

SUNDAY AFTER NATIVITY
8:45am Orthros, 10:00am Divine Liturgy

St. Basil the Great
(THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW YEAR)
8:45am Orthros, 10:00am Divine Liturgy

SUNDAY BEFORE EPIPHANY

8:45am Orthros, 10:00am Divine Liturgy
-Memorial Service Aikaterini Bitziadis. May her
memory be eternal!

The Royal Hours of the Epiphany with the St.
Basil’s Vesperal Liturgy, and the Holy Water
Service

Service starts at 8:30am

THE HOLY EPIPHANY
with the Service of the Holy Water
8:30am Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

St. John the Baptizer
8:30am Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
8:45am Orthros, 10:00am Divine Liturgy

12TH SUNDAY OF LUKE
8:45am Orthros, 10:00am Divine Liturgy

St. Antony the Great
8:30am Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy

St. Athanasius the Great
8:30am Orthros, 9:30am Divine Liturgy



AEITOYPTIKON ITPOI'PAMMA

YHMEPON KYPIAKH META TQON XPIETOYTENNQN
8:45m.1. 0"0pBpog, 10:00m.pu. 1 Oela Aetrtovpyla
Xap., 1 Tav. Aylov Baoidsiov Tod Meydiov
(APXH TOY NEOY ETOYY)

8:45m.1. 0"0pBpog, 10:00m.pu. 1 Oela Aetrtovpyla

Kvp., 2 Tav. KYPIAKH ITPO TQN ®QTQN
8:45m.1. 0"0pBpog, 10:00m.pu. 1 Ocla Aetrtovpyla
-TeooapakovOnuepov  Mvhudovvov  Aikatepivne
MmuitQudSov. EiBs 1) uvriung avtiic vd elvar alwvia!

Tet., 5 'Tav. Oi BaoWAIKEG "QpeC T@V O£0@aVimV HETA TOD
'Eomtepivod T@V Oco@aviwv kai Tii¢ Oslag
Agtrtovpylag Tod M. BasiAeiov, kal Tod
AYLAGHOD TOV VEATWV
‘H dxoAovBieg dpyilovv otig 8:30T..

ITepw., 6 'Tav. TA AT'IA OEO®PANEIA
8:30m.1. 0 "0pBpog, 9:00m.u. 1) Oela Asttovpyla, Kat
£V OUVEXELX O AYLACUOG TGOV VSATWV

Map., 7 Tav. Aytov IIpodpopov kai Bantiotod Twavvov
8:30m.1. 0"0pBpog, 9:30m.u. 1 Ocia Aettovpyla

Kvp., 9 Tav. KYPIAKH META TQN ®QTQN
8:45m.1. 0"0pBpog, 10:00m.pu. 1 Ocla Aetrtovpyla

Kvp., 16 Tav. AQAEKATH KYPIAKH AOYKA

8:45m.1. 0"0pBpog, 10:00m.u. 1 Oela Aetrtovpyla
Agvt.,, 17 ’Iav. Ayiov Avtwviov Tod Meyaiov

8:30m.1. 0"0pBpog, 9:30m.u. 1 Ocia Aettovpyla

Tpit., 18’Iav.  Ayiov ABavaciov Tod MeydAov
8:30m.1. 0”"0pBpog, 9:30m.u. 1 Ocia Aettovpyla



Sun,, Jan. 9

Mon,, Jan. 3

Tues., Jan. 4

Tues., Jan. 11

Sun., Jan. 16

Sun., Jan. 30

Tues., Feb. 1

Tues., Feb. 8

Sun., Feb 13

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

100t Anniversary Vasilopita Cutting and
Philoptochos Sisterhood Luncheon.
Proceeds benefit St. Basil Academy,
Garrison, NY

@ the Social Hall immediately after the end of
the Divine Liturgy

Metropolis of New Jersey Vasilopita Cutting
with the presence of His Eminence
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America

@ 6:00 pm @ the Metropolis Head Quarters,
Westfield, N]

100% Anniversary Committee Meeting
@ the Cathedral Office, @ 6:00pm

Parish Council Meeting
@ the Cathedral Office @ 6:30pm.

Vasilopita Cutting Brotherhood of Demati,
Ipiros, Greece
@ the Social Hall immediately the end of the
Divine Liturgy

Metropolis of New Jersey Greek Letters
Celebration with the presence of His
Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of
America

@ St. Luke Church, Broomall, PA, @ 4:00pm

Parish Council Meeting
@ the Cathedral Office @ 6:30pm.

100%" Anniversary Committee Meeting
@ the Cathedral Office, @ 6:00pm

100t Anniversary Historic presentation and
Stewardship Sunday

@ the Cathedral Social Hall, immediately the end
of the Divine Liturgy



THE EPISTLE READING

The reading is from St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

1:11-19

Brethren, I would have you know that the gospel which
was preached by me is not man's gospel. For I did not receive
it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a
revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former
life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently
and tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond
many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous
was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when he who had
set me apart before [ was born, and had called me through his
grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I
might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not confer with
flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who
were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and
again I returned to Damascus. Then after three years I went
up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen
days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James the

Lord's brother.



0 AITIOXTOAOX
[Ipog 'adatag EmiotoAfig [TavAov 0 dvayvwoua

1.11-19

ASeAol, yvwpilw 6& LUV, aded@ol, TO VayyEALOV TO
gvayyeAloBev U €poD, OTL oVK £0TLV Kot avBpwtov. OV6E
Yap £yw mapa avOpwmov mapeAafov avto, oUte £618axONV,
GAAx SU amokaAvPews 'Inocod Xplotod. 'HkoVoate yap v
guNv dvaotpo@nv mote v @ Tovdaiopnd, 0t Kab’ vTEPBOATV
eSlwkov TNV ékkAnoiav Tob BeoD, kal EémopBouvv avTv- Kal
TPOEKOTITOV £V T® Toudaiopnd LVTEP TOAAOVG CUVNALKLWTAG £V
TG YEVEL WOV, TEPLOCOTEPWSG CNAWTNG VTAPXWV TOV
TMATPIKOV Hov Tapadocewv. ‘Ote 8¢ e0dOKNCEY O OedG O
d@oploag pe €K KOWALOG uUNTPog pov Kai kaAéoag Sia Ti|g
xapttog avtod, amokaAUvPaL Tov viov aUToD €v €uol va
gvayyeAllwpual autov  €v  Tolg €Bveolwy, €VOBEwG oV
mpooaveBéuny  ocapki kal alpatli oVdE  avijABov  elg
TepocdAvpa TPOG TOUG TIPO €UOD ATTOGTOAOVG, AAAX AT)ABOV
elg Apafiav, kal maAy vmeoTpePa ei¢ Aapaokov. "Emeita
HeTa €1 Tpla dvijABov €ig lepocdAvpa iotopiioat [TETpov, kal
EMEPELVA TIPOG aUTOV NuEpag dekamévte. "Etepov 6& TtV
&mootdAwv oVk €idov, el pn ldkwPBov TOV &SeApdv ToD

Kuplov.



THE GOSPEL READING

The Holy Gospel is According to Matthew
2:13-23

When the wise men departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; for Herod is
about to search for the child, to destroy him." And he rose and took the
child and his mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained
there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet, "Out of Egypt have I called my son." Then Herod,
when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious
rage, and he sent and Kkilled all the male children in Bethlehem and in all
that region who were two years old or under, according to the time
which he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramabh,
wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she
refused to be consoled, because they were no more." But when Herod
died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, saying, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of
Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead." And he rose and
took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when
he heard that Archelaos reigned over Judea in place of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to
the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth,
that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, "He shall be

called a Nazarene."



TO EYATITEAION
'Ex 100 kata MatBatov aylov Evayyeiiov to dvadyvwopa

2.13-23

Avaywpnodviwv 8¢ avt®dv 6oL dyyeAlog Kuplov @aivetal kat’
dvap T® 'Twone Asywv: £yepbeig TapdAafe To Tadiov kal TNV unteEpa
avtoD kal pedye €ig Atyvmttov, kal (001 EKET EwG v €ITtw ool HEAAEL YOP
‘Hpwdng (ntelv 10 madiov Tod dmoAcoatl avuto. ‘0 8¢ £yepOeig mapeAae
TO TaSlov katl TV unTépa avTod VUKTOG Kal Avexwpnoev eig Atyvttov,
kol v kel wg Thig TeAsv T ‘Hp@ddov, tva mAnpwdij To pnéiv 1T Tod
Kuplov 61 ToD tpo@1tov Aéyovtog €€ AlyOTTou EKAAECH TOV VIOV [OV.
Tote 'Hpwong iSwv 01t EvemaiyOn vmo T®V pdywv, €0uuwon Ala, kal
AmooTeldag dveile TAVTAG TOVG TATIOAG TOUG €v BnBAeeu kal év mdol
TOIG Oplolg aUThG Ao OlETOUG KAl KATWTEPW, KATA TOV XPOVOV OV
NkpiBwoe mapd TV PAywv. TOTE EMANPWON TO PnOev LTIO Tepepiov ToD
TPOPTNTOVU AEYOVTOG WV €V Papd kovotn, Bpfivos kal kAavBpog kal
0dvpuoOG TOAVG PaymA kAalovoo T TEKVa aUTHG, Kal oVk T1jBeAe
mapakAnOijvat, 0tL oVk eloiv. Tedevtroavtog 8¢ tod "Hpwdouv iSov
ayyedlog Kupilov kat” dvap @aivetatr t@® 'lwone €v AlydmtwALywv:
€yepOeig maparafe to matdiov kail v untEpa aTol Kal ToPEVOoL &ig
iV ‘lopanA’ teBvnkact yap ot ntobvteg thv YPuxnv tod maidiov. 6 &¢
¢yepBeig Tapérape TO Tawsiov kal TV unTépa avTol Kol NABeV £ig yijv
TopanA. dxovoag &¢ 0Tl "ApxéAaog Baodevel et )¢ Tovdaiag avti
‘Hpwdov 100 matpog a’htoD, £@ofnon ekel dmeABelv: xpnuatioBelg 8¢
Kat Ovap avexwpnoev eig ta pEpn thg FoaAaiag, kal EABwV katwknoev
elg mOAw Aeyopévnv Nalapetr, Omwg mANpwOf) to pnbev S T®V

TpoENT®V 0Tt Nalwpalog kAnOnoeTaL
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CHRISTMAS 2021
My beloved parishioners:

In few days we will be celebrating the kick-off of our Cathedral’s 100" Anniversary year. On September 9, 1822,
the cornerstone was laid for an Episcopal Church in Philadelphia which led America’s fundraising support for the Greek
War of Independence from the Ottomans. Exactly a hundred years later, this extraordinary Greek revival monument
was bought by an emerging Greek community and became in 1922 the Saint George Greek Orthodox Cathedral in
Philadelphia.

Since then we went through various liturgical seasons, our Christian and philanthropic ministries established
and increased, our young students of the Catechetical and Greek Schools entered and graduated by the hundreds,
buildings expanded, and district and national spiritual reputation uplifted; but beneath all of this spiritual evolution
there is the living and changeless blessing upon all that transpires the Cathedral, blessed as all of us are by the smile of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and our patron saint, St. George the Trophy-Bearer.

I hope and pray that this permanent reality of our patron Saint’s blessing draws all of us closer together at this
Christmas time and this celebratory upcoming year, and unite us in this great reality that all of us have been blessed to
share. The word most commonly seen in the hymnology of Christmas is “peace,” and I pray that this will be the best
word that shall describe the atmosphere in our Cathedral in the years to come, in spring and summer, in autumn and
winter.

Through sunshine and snow, light and shadow, there is a permanence to the real values that all of us have
cherished here. The Cathedral community gives as best as it can and receives far more than it deserves of your own true
loyalty, boundless generosity, and constant dedication. And as we are strengthened by your strength, I do hope that a
very real blessing goes out from this place into all of our lives, to gladden our homes, to warm our hearts, to uphold our
values, and to bring to us all, especially at Christmas time, the peace and blessing of the Christ child held in the arms of
his dear mother, our Theotokos.

Christmas began with a family, and without that family there never would have been a Cathedral to love and
cherish as a divine institution. And even in our present struggles because of the COVID pandemic, remember that we
are not alone and that there is a God who journeys this life with us in our tragedies and sorrows. This is the incarnated
Christ who came into the world to give us hope when we are desperate, and exuberate and lift us up to God.

May all of your families enjoy during this Christmas time the peace and joy that stretches across the years from
Bethlehem, and may the New Year bring to all of you, abundance of health, continued blessings and spiritual prosperity.

With much love in Incarnated Christ our God,

o s B

Very Reverend Archimandrite Ambrose Bitziadis-Bowers
Dean of the Cathedral



PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

Starting in November, the Cathedral Philoptochos
Sisterhood will be collecting gently used men’s clothing
and also toiletries for the ST. JOHN’S HOSPICE in
Philadelphia for the Homeless. Please help us by
contributing to this good cause. We will be collecting

items until Christmas.

St. John’s Hospice is a Catholic Social Service
located in Center City Philadelphia. Established in 1963
by Monsignor Anthony J. O’'Neil and the little brothers
of Good Shepherd, St. John was created as an outreach
ministry to serve and assist the poor and homeless in
the community. St. John’s continues to provide crucial,
life-sustaining service with dignity, respect, and
compassion to homeless men in Philadelphia. They take

care daily close to 200 homeless people.

For contributions, please contact the Cathedral office

@ 215-627-4389, or Jenny Kravaris @ 610-716-4502.



St. George Cathedral Philoptochos
% “Ai Myrophoroi”

Please join the members and friends of
St. George Cathedral to Rick off the year
by celebrating the

100 Year Anniversary!
January 9, 2022

and the same time to help raise funds for

St. Basils Academy

with a luncheon and auction
Lunch: (Pastitsio, Salad & Dessert) - $15.00




GREEK ORTHODOX
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2022 Vasilopita Celebration

< o
s Pahagos ? &

His Emence
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America

Cordially invites the Reverend Clergy and their families,
the Members of the Metropolis Council,
the Archons of the Order of St. Andrew,
the Members of the Metropolis Philoptochos Society,
the Presidents of the Parish Councils and Parish Philoptochos
Societies, and all heads of the Parish Organizations to the
Metropolis Headquarters (215 E. Grove Street, Westfield, NJ)
to celebrate the New Year with the Cutting of the Vasilopita on

Monday, January 3, 2022 at 6:00pm
HAPPY NEW YEAR 2022




St Geofge Greek Orthodox Cathed ra]

GOD BLESS & PROTECT OUR HEROES

HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS
- FIRST RESPONDERS ° ESSENTIAL WORKERS




Welcome to Saint George Greek Orthodox Cathedral. Saint George is an
historic Cathedral located in downtown Philadelphia, under the spiritual
auspices of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Constantinople, in the Greek
Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey, of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of America. We extend to you a warm and heartfelt Orthodox Christian
welcome. Our Greek Orthodox Cathedral is dedicated to imitating the love
and faithfulness of Jesus Christ by sharing the gospel with our words and
living it with our lives. It exists to lead the faithful to the worship of the
Holy Trinity according to the Faith and Tradition of the One, Holy, Catholic
and Apostolic Church. Our witnessing to our Faith is accomplished
through the Sacramental life of the Church, its values and traditions,
stewardship, fellowship, service, and Christian education.

Published by:

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
PHILADELPHIA, PA

Contact Information:

Tel: (215) 627-4389
www.saintgeorgecathedral.org
Email: office@saintgeorgecathedral.org
https://www.facebook.com/saintgeorgecathedral

Office Hours, Tuesday - Thursday, 9:30am to 2:30pm



